
Planting, Watering
and Watching 
God Grow
A new year can usher in a time of
reflection to look back on the year,
like a framer surveying their
bounty from a year of hard labor.
2016 was a year of much planting,
watering and growth throughout
the conference. It is not often that
time is given to share with one
another what God is doing in our
midst. Assembly is a prime oppor-
tunity to survey all of the hard
work that has been done for God’s
Kingdom. This year that was done
through testimony videos shared
during the Friday and Saturday
worship times with over 250
attendees from both Franconia and
Eastern District Conferences.
With the Assembly theme of
Plant, Water, Grow and a focus on
1 Corinthians 3:8, “The one who
plants and the one who waters
have one purpose, and they will
each be rewarded according to
their own labor. 9 For we are co-
workers in God’s service; you are
God’s field, God’s building,” the
videos highlighted the planting,
watering and growing that is hap-
pening within congregations and
their surrounding communities.

Those in attendance heard of a
seed planted at Doylestown
Mennonite that grew into a group
of members supporting an Afghani 
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Editorial
Shake, Rattle, and Roll. This was
the term coined in the 1950s to
describe a musical movement and
phenomena. As I read through this
edition of Intersections, I could not
help but think of how this is a move-
ment and God phenomena within
Franconia Mennonite Conference. 

This is indeed a time of shaking,
rattling and rolling through out
Franconia Conference. 

As I think of what’s shaking, I'm
reminded of Acts 4:31 as an exam-
ple of the Spirit moving among
God's people and the unity and
power of the church being released.

Reading the witness throughout the
articles in this edition, I see God
moments for a diversity of people
throughout a diversity of places.
While I am excited about our future
together, at the same time I believe
there are those among us that are still
somewhat rattled. They were shaken
but still not quite settled enough to
roll. At the same time, they are will-
ing to put their hand to the plow.

Sisters and brothers, there is much
to be thankful for if only we can
remember to “Roll”. 

Proverbs 16:3 says it best “Roll your
works upon the Lord (commit and
trust them wholly to Him; He will
cause your thoughts to become agree-
able to His will, and) so shall your
plans be established and succeed.”

For all the great things that we see
and experience as
God’s people called
Franconia Conference,
I encourage you to ,
Shake, (in the spirit
of Acts 4:31) don't
be too Rattled and
above all, don't 
forget to Roll in the
promise of Proverbs
16:3. 

— Ertell Whigham, 
Executive Minister
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brother and sister through the resettlement process. They planted seeds, watered them
and watched them grow as the siblings settled into a new life navigating getting jobs,
schooling, and complex government systems. They related to the congregation, even
joining in worship and times of prayer. The congregation members saw growth in the
siblings and within themselves as helping the siblings get settled has pushed them to
trust and lean on God more, growing them in their patience, flexibility, and strength.

The Lord planted a seed in the hearts of those at Deep Run East when on missions
trips with the MAMA Project that led them to start Children without Choices, a fund
to assist children in need of medical and social services who otherwise would have no
access to them. They were able to provide medical treatment for a young boy, Milton,
who was badly burned in a kitchen accident. From a seed planted in the hearts of the
people at Deep Run East, they in turn plant and water seeds in the hearts of the chil-
dren and families they serve. 

Other stories shared included the ongoing Biker Ministry at Line Lexington. The con-
gregation holds monthly rides for motorcyclists culminating in a yearly Biker Sunday
event where they are able to share the Good News of Jesus with hundreds of people. 

In 2005, the congregation at Plains created a park on their land. They spread their
seed farther in 2010 when they became aware of a need in their congregation and
community. Working to meet that need they host support groups for families with
autistic children, and created a time of watering by providing special events for fami-
lies who have special needs. They are seeing much growth in their relationship within
the congregation and broader community. 

Swamp has been breaking ground and planting seeds in their congregation as they
prepare to grow out into the community. Tilling the soil of the congregation they have
been looking intentionally at their own history, what their resources and gifts are,
wrapping it up with a Sunday morning bus tour of the surrounding community looking
at where they live, where they work and shop.

Taftsville Chapel Mennonite Fellowship calls Vermont home, one of the most
unchurched states in the country. Embracing a shared value of creation care with
their unchurched neighbors, Taftsville became a Mennonite Creation Care Network
(MCCN) Green Patchwork Congregation and are working to install solar panels that
will help them to generate renewable energy. They are planting creation care efforts
within their congregation which is leading
to finances saved and surplus energy creat-
ed that can be used to plant and water
ministries in the community. 

There are endless stories of planting,
watering, and where God is growing his
people throughout the conference. A few
more shared at assembly include a bi-lin-
gual women’s retreat hosted by Nueva Vida
Norristown New Life and Centro de
Alabanza, West Swamp’s work with the
homeless and Code Blue Shelter in
Quakertown, and a community garden
being used to teach children life lessons as
the Ripple and Whitehall congregations
plant and water literal and spiritual seeds. 

This is just a taste of the bounty of God’s
Kingdom. To hear more about any of these
stories watch their videos at EDC-
FMC.org/assembly. — Barbie Fischer
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Working Toward Reconciliation 

Conference Related Ministries (CRMs) are organiza-
tions that collaborate with Franconia Conference and serve 
congregations and neighborhoods in the name of Jesus. To see a
full list of CRMs, head to franconiaconference.org/directory.

Franconia Conference Delegates discern around

table groups at Fall 2016 Assembly

After a split 169 years ago, over 240 delegates from Eastern District and Franconia Conferences agreed at the Fall Assembly to
explore reconciling with one another. Meeting in separate business sessions, both conferences discussed a proposal for intentional
exploration of reconciliation. This proposal was affirmed by 96% of Franconia delegates and 100% of Eastern District delegates. 

Prior to assembly, delegates received a letter (available at EDC-FMC.org/assembly) from both Rodger Schmell, moderator of
Eastern District, and John Goshow, moderator of Franconia Conference, laying out some of the shared history, reasons for the split,
and the collaboration that has been happening in the last two decades. In addition, the letter included a proposal to engage two
consultants over the course of 2017 to intentionally explore what differences still exist between the two conferences and how the
conferences may work toward reconciliation. Both moderators in the assembly business sessions highlighted that the focus is on
reconciliation which may or may not include a merger; however, both are hopeful that a merger may happen.

Table discussions from both conferences about the proposal included comments about how this is a great witness to the world and
that as Mennonites “we are a people of reconciliation.” The timeline and not rushing the process was affirmed, along with the
acknowledgement that the spirit is leading in this direction so it is wise to follow. At the same time, there were concerns voiced
over differences in polity and views of the Confession of Faith, along with a call to ensure history of both conferences is respected
and preserved.

For more on this reconciliation process visit the business tabs at EDC-FMC.org/assembly and read the November 21st articles in
The Mennonite and Mennonite World Review.

An Update on Being the Church Together 
For the 2015 Conference Assembly, delegates were asked to
submit Church Together Statements for affirmation. From those
affirmed at the 2015 Assembly, two taskforces and a commis-
sion were formed to implement the statements. Reports from
those groups were also given to the Franconia Conference del-
egates at the 2016 Assembly. 

The Faith and Life Commission reported that their first 
gathering of credentialed leaders was held and well received.
They shared plans for the next gathering to be held in February
of 2017. 

The Addressing Abuse Taskforce spoke of their work to 
provide support to adult survivors within the community, 
working to ensure appropriate policies are in place for the 
conference and congregations, and that there will be educa-
tional opportunities for congregations in 2017. 

The Israel/Palestine Taskforce reported on their work to 
educate the conference about the situation there in anticipa-
tion of the upcoming Mennonite Church USA (MCUSA) 
resolution in Orlando 2017. They look forward to offering more
educational events in 2017 as well. 



Grow Where You are Planted 
Jess McQuade is a member of Souderton Mennonite Church, Vice President General
Manager for Allebach Communications, wife to John, and mother of three active
children. Jess lives according to the overly demanding schedule these roles require.
Jess has truly grown where God has planted her being a true Everyday Missionary.
Everyday Missionaries are those who intentionally live the Great Commission to
make disciples in the context of their jobs, relationships, homes and ordinary life
activities. In her missionary role, Jess ministers to young people by leading a week-
ly Bible Study in the Souderton Park for swim team members before their morning
practice.

The Souderton Swim Team is one of the many extra-curricular activities Jess’ chil-
dren participate in. In addition to meets, the family practices 7-10 hours per week
nearly year-round. Clearly Jess spends a lot of time at the pool! A few years ago, a
friend recommended a book called “Don’t Waste your Sports” by C.J. Mahaney. Jess
says it reminded her, “sports are a gift from God, and that we can either use them to
glorify God (allowing God to be our focus and priority) or we can use them to try to
bring glory to ourselves (not just as athletes, but also as parents of athletes). The
Bible study was just one way I thought I could help my kids, and hopefully others,
keep focusing on God and give Him the glory in their sports.”

So, two summers ago, Jess began to meet with a group of young swimmers at the
park before practice, and before she needed to be at work. All swim team members are welcome to participate. The group does a
short ice breaker activity, reads a testimony from a Christian athlete with a corresponding Bible passage and discusses what it
means to them in everyday life and athletics. Each meeting ends with prayer requests and prayer. According to Jess, “There are
always kids who offer to pray for someone else’s prayer request – that is the most awesome thing to hear!”

Not only is Jess nurturing young Jesus-followers through the Bible Study, but she is cultivating leadership. Jess’ daughter and son
lead prayer, pick out Bible studies they think would be relevant, and lead some of the games. Next year they are hoping to lead a
study on their own. A young adult who grew up at Souderton Mennonite Church, Jessica Wimmer, is a coach on the swim team. She
participated with the swimmers and led some of the morning Bible Studies.

Through this two-year experience in the everyday mission field, Jess has learned that God “will give you what you need to be able
to do what He is calling you to do. I am not a super mom – life is busy and I often live in a state of feeling completely over-
whelmed. Adding even a small, simple thing like this Bible study to my plate could almost put me over the edge, but I really felt
[God] calling me to do this and each week He gave me the resources and the strength to make it happen. I left each gathering feel-
ing completely energized, blessed, and excited by what God had done in our brief time together.”

— Jenifer Eriksen Morales, LEADership Minister

The Conference continues to support congregations working to
build on the Mennonite tradition of faith by trying new and
creative initiatives to engage their communities and people
around the globe through the disbursement of Missional
Operations Grants (MOGs). 

In 2016, nine MOGs were awarded ranging from $1,000-
$5,000 with a total of $32,000 being disbursed. Here are
examples of projects that received funding:

• West Philadelphia was assisted in equipping their congre-
gation in intercultural competencies in order to better
understand, build relationship with, minister to and wel-
come citizens returning from prison into their broader com-
munity and congregation. 

• Perkasie was awarded an MOG to “engage in an experiment
in connecting with our community,” developing a communi-

ty connections team who worked at assessing needs and
passions in the congregation and the community, planning
creative ways to engage with the surrounding Perkasie 
community. 

• Souderton was also awarded an MOG to assist in expanding
their Summer Service Internships to include other area
churches. The program provides interns with daily 
discipleship emphasizing Spiritual practice. They also
receive training in team building, cross cultural missions,
urban issues, and leadership, all while providing service
with area charities and local churches. 

For more about MOGs and to see testimonies from the 2016
recipients visit: http://franconiaconference.org/mission/stew-
ardship/

Planting Seeds through Missional Operations Grants 

Jess McQuade with her husband, John, and 

children, Katie (15), Aiden (13) and Kieran (11)



“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field,” says Luke 10:1. Franconia Conference has asked and
God has sent us workers in our nine newly credentialed leaders
of 2016. This year Franconia Conference saw three new people
licensed toward ordination, two transfers into the conference,
three ordinations and a reactivation of credentialing.

Among those with the newest credentials are:
• Paula Stoltzfus, Licensed toward Ordination, Associate

Pastor at Plains Mennonite Church
• Josh Jefferson, Licensed toward Ordination, Youth Pastor at

Souderton Mennonite Church
• Maria Hosler Byler, Licensed toward Ordination, Associate

Pastor for Youth and Family Faith Formation at Salford
Mennonite Church

• Kris Ann Swartley, Ordained, Pastor of Formation and
Mission at Doylestown Mennonite Church

• Tami Good, Ordained, Associate Pastor at Swamp
Mennonite Church

• Carolyn Albright, Ordained, Pastor at Ripple
• Mike Spinelli, Ordination Transfer, Lead Pastor at

Perkiomenville Mennonite Church 
• Tim Bentch, Ordination Transfer, Lead Pastor at Souderton

Mennonite Church 
• Marilyn Bender, Ordination Reactivation, Spiritual Director

and member at Ripple

To learn more about our newly credentialed leaders check out
the Newly Credentialed Leaders video at EDC-
FMC.org/assembly 

Workers in the Franconia Fields

Newly Credentialed Leaders being recognized at Fall Assembly. From left:

Kris Anne Swartley, Tami Good, Carolyn Albright, Marilyn Bender, Tim

Bentch, Maria Hosler Byler, Joshua Jefferson, and Michael Spenilli 

The Winds of Change are Blowing
This year the Spirit has been moving, spurring new ministries, and leading some to a new chapter. One of
those being led to a new chapter is Conference Executive Minister, Ertell Whigham. In May 2016,
Conference Moderator, John Goshow, announced that the board had accepted Ertell’s resignation in which
Ertell stated, “it continues to be a blessing and honor to serve as the Executive Minister and CEO of
Franconia Mennonite Conference. On behalf of the conference, I have enjoyed the opportunities and collab-
orative relationships that have developed and been strengthened among our constituency and MCUSA affili-
ates. However, as I sense time for a change in responsibility and ministry focus, I believe that the season
approaches for me to step out of my current conference role as Executive Minister and CEO of FMC. As a
result, please accept this letter as my official notice to resign effective February 1, 2017.” 

Ertell has served on the Conference staff for 17 years, five of which were as Executive Minister. As he follows the Spirit into a new
chapter of ministry he leaves the conference in a firm and financially sound position. Ertell will continue as a pastor at Nueva Vida
Norristown New Life and looks forward to what God has in store for him. 

The Conference Board Executive Committee took the month of June to listen to delegates, Conference Related Ministry Leaders, pas-
tors and staff, as they looked at refining the Executive Minister job description to best meet the needs of the Conference at this time.
On July 1, a search committee was appointed consisting of Joy Sutter of Salford Mennonite Church as chair along with Angela Moyer
(Ripple) who served as the board representative on the committee, Henry Longacre (Swamp), Glen Nemath (Blooming Glen), Doris
Diener (Franconia Mennonite Church), and Michael Meneses (Wellspring Church of Skippack). 

After accepting nominations and holding numerous interviews and times of prayer and discernment the search committee presented
their recommendation to the Conference Executive Committee who took that recommendation to the Conference Board. 

It was announced on December 13th that by a unanimous decision the Conference Board has appointed
Steve Kriss as the new Executive Minister of Franconia Conference to begin in the role on January 1,
2017. The search committee stated in their recommendation that, “Steve brings 10 years of Franconia
Conference organizational leadership experience to this role, serving as Director of Leadership
Cultivation and Congregational Resourcing. Steve was highly affirmed in the nominations process and
unanimously discerned by the search committee to be the best candidate to lead our conference forward
at this time…Steve is someone who is able to listen to all points of view and stay grounded in
Anabaptist theology and practice. Steve affirms his commitment to Mennonite Church USA and will rep-
resent Franconia Conference well in the denomination.” 

To hear from Steve as to why he accepted the position check out his article “Why I said Yes” at
http://franconiaconference.org/why-i-said-yes/



Conference Welcomes new Board
and Committee Members 
In 2016 the Conference welcomed two first-term members to the Conference Board and one first-term Ministerial Committee mem-
ber. The Conference Board is responsible for administering the vision and mission of the Conference as set by the delegates. To
assist in this the board has three committees comprised of additional conference members; one of these is the Ministerial
Committee, responsible for overall policies related to the calling, credentialing, training, and disciplining of those persons being
credentialed by the Conference. 

The Board affirmed Kris Wint, lead pastor of Finland Mennonite Church, as a board member-at-large
in January. Kris was ordained in the Conference in 2015, receiving his Masters of Divinity at Biblical
Theological Seminary (Hatfield, PA) in 2014. He came to pastoring after sensing a call to seminary
while a member at Finland and working as a training manager for Haines & Kibblehouse.

In September 2016, the Board affirmed Paula Marolewski as a board
member-at-large. Paula is a 16-year member at Perkiomenville Mennonite
Church where she has served in many roles, including Minister of
Education, member of the Ministry Council, and as part of the elder team.
Paula runs her own business as a copywriter, developing marketing mate-
rials for companies.

Also in September, Sherri Binder of Ripple joined the Ministerial
Committee as a member-at-large. Sherri holds a Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) in Community & Cultural Psychology from the University of
Hawaii (Manoa). Sherri is the President of BrokoppBinder Research &
Consulting where she conducts research on how communities recover
from natural disasters, along with conducting program evaluation. She is
also the Director of Ripple Community Inc., the non-profit that formed out of Ripple church. 

We invite you to welcome them to these new leadership roles within the conference. To learn more
about Kris Wint visit: http://franconiaconference.org/board-welcome-kris-wint/, for Paula Maloweski
visit: http://franconiaconference.org/board-welcomes-paula-marolewski/, and to learn about Sherri
Binder visit: http://franconiaconference.org/ministerial-committee-welcomes-sherri-binder/

— Colin Ingram, Conference Writer

Conference Financial Update
December 2016

11 Months (FY 2016-17 unaudited))
Operating Budget Actual Budget Last Year

REVENUE
Congregational contrib. $305,120 $300,663 $296,321
Properties Subsidy $320,837 $320,826 $319,000
All Other Sources $ 74,134 $ 73,161 $ 83,629

_________ _________ _________
Total Revenue (+) $700,091 $694,650 $698,950

EXPENSES
Ministries/Programs $536,738 $580,328 $542,705
Support Services $149,508 $159,353 $158,270

_________ _________ _________
Total Expenses (-) $686,246 $739,681 $700,975

_________ _________ _________
NET $ 13,845 $ (45,031) ($ 2,025)

Read more stories at: franconiaconference.org/Intersectings

Welcoming our neighbor yard signs are
available from Plains Mennonite Church for
$10. Contact plainsmc@verizon.net
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